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News Release

EU must be realistic on GM crop co-existence - SCIMAC
If Member States fail to adopt sensible and realistic measures for the co-existence of GM and non-GM crops, EU agriculture risks becoming a technological backwater and an international laughing stock, warns UK supply chain group SCIMAC ahead of a major EU co-existence conference taking place in Vienna from 4-6 April.  

Two SCIMAC representatives have been invited to participate, and the group has issued its ten key points on GM crop co-existence as a practical view of the issues at stake. 

SCIMAC Chairman, Hertfordshire farmer Bob Fiddaman, explained the group's objectives:

'Co-existence is about choice, not prejudice, and SCIMAC will be arguing strongly in Vienna for practical arrangements to be grounded in reality. 

'SCIMAC does not regulate the safety of GM crops - that's the role of scientists and regulators. Nor are we responsible for fixing thresholds to distinguish between GM and non-GM products. Again, that's the job of politicians and regulators.' 

'But SCIMAC does represent those sectors of the agricultural supply chain, from plant breeders and seed merchants through to farmers and grain handlers, who will deal with the issue of GM crop co-existence in practice. We have issued our ten guiding principles to cut through the campaigning rhetoric and propaganda, and set the issue of co-existence in perspective.   

'Although the UK has yet to consult on the co-existence issue, we have watched with a mixture of disbelief and dismay as other Member States have blatantly sought to use co-existence arrangements as a political barrier to the development of GM crop technology. 

'In certain regions of Austria, for example, co-existence has been proposed as a pretext for simply banning GM crops. In Slovenia, it was suggested that access to agri-environmental payments could be made conditional on not growing GM crops. Other Member States have seen fit to impose an arbitrary, upfront tax on farmers planning to grow GM crops.

'With GM crops now grown on more than 90 million hectares in 21 different countries around the world, it is hard to square the technology's progress with predictions made by opponents that GM foods would be consigned to history by 2004. 

'Europe's farmers must face that reality as international trade barriers are dismantled, support for production is progressively withdrawn and increasing environmental demands are placed upon us. Denying fair access to the same tools as our overseas competitors is like asking us to compete with one hand tied behind our back. 

'Effective co-existence means farmers can make a genuine choice between growing conventional, organic and GM crops. It should not be treated as a pro- or anti-GM issue - the aim of co-existence is to permit choice and freedom to operate whatever the production method involved.' 

- ends -

Notes

The Supply Chain Initiative on Modified Agricultural Crops (SCIMAC) is a grouping of UK industry organisations representing farmers and the agricultural supply trade. Member organisations share a commitment to the open, responsible and effective introduction of GM crops in the UK.

SCIMAC membership comprises the National Farmers Union, British Society of Plant Breeders, Crop Protection Association and Agricultural Industries Confederation. 

Click here to download a copy of the new SCIMAC leaflet 'GM crop co-existence in perspective'.

